
Child Abuse Prevention Month

FACT SHEET ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT IN VIRGINIA
from July 1, 2001 to June 30, 2002

How many children were reported as victims of maltreatment in Virginia?
From July of 2001 through June of 2002, 45,077 children were reported as possible victims of

abuse in 30,120 reports to Virginia’s city and county departments of social services.

Were all these reports founded?
Founded means that a review of the facts met the legal criteria for abuse. 8,388 children were

victims in 5,708 founded reports of child abuse and/or neglect. 

In addition, 6,317 children were involved in 4,192 reports that received an “Assessment
Response” through the Virginia Department of Social Services’ new Differential Response System,
implemented statewide in May 2002. In the new system, a local department of social services may
elect to conduct a family assessment rather than an investigation for some reports/complaints. In
family assessments, no decision is made about whether or not the report/complaint is founded and no
names go in the Central Registry. However, a safety assessment and a risk assessment are
conducted. 

How many children died as a result of child abuse/neglect?
28 of Virginia’s children died from injuries attributable to abuse and neglect in fiscal year 2002.

Twenty-three of these children (82%) were age 3 or younger. 

What were the types of maltreatment? 
In some reports, more than one type of maltreatment may have been noted. Of all of the instances

of maltreatment: 

◆ 59% of the maltreatment was due to physical neglect (officially described as failure to provide
food, clothing, shelter or supervision to the child to the extent that the child’s health or safety is
endangered).

◆ 28% of the maltreatment was due to physical abuse.

◆ 12% of the maltreatment was due to sexual abuse.

◆ 2% of the maltreatment was due to mental abuse/neglect and 2% was due to medical neglect.

Who were the children?
◆ 46% of all victims of child abuse and neglect were children aged 6 or under. 69% of all victims

were children aged 10 and under.

◆ 59% of all victims were white, 36% were black, 1% were Asian and 4% were multi-racial.
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